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FACTSHEET

TITLE: WAIVER NO. 04010, requested by the
University of Nebraska Foundation, to waive the
requirement of the Land Subdivision Ordinance that
sidewalks and street trees be installed within four
years of final plat approval, on property generally
located at N.W. 1st Street and W. Highland Boulevard. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approval, except for
lots that have buildings and along W. Highlands
Boulevard and N.W. 1st Street.  

SPONSOR:  Planning Department 

BOARD/COMMITTEE:  Planning Commission
Public Hearing:  09/15/04
Administrative Action:  09/15/04

RECOMMENDATION: Approval of the staff
recommendation (8-0: Carlson, Carroll, Krieser,
Larson, Marvin, Taylor, Bills-Strand and Sunderman
voting ‘yes’; Pearson absent). 

FINDINGS OF FACT:  

1. The applicant is requesting to extend the time for the installation of sidewalks and street trees for four years. 
The sidewalks and street trees for the University of Nebraska Technology Park Original Addition, approved in
1996, were required to be installed by September 25, 2000.  The requirement was extended with a replat of
the property in 1999.  The approval of this application would be an eight year extension from the original
deadline.

2. The staff recommendation of approval, except for the lots which have buildings and except for the lots along
the perimeter streets, W. Highlands Boulevard and N.W. 1st Street, is based upon the “Analysis” as set forth
on p.3-4.

3. The applicant did not appear at the public hearing before the Planning Commission; however, a letter from the
University of Nebraska Foundation and the University of Nebraska Technology Park in agreement with the
staff recommendation was submitted for the record (p.13).

4. On September 15, 2004, the Planning Commission agreed with the staff recommendation and voted 8-0 to
recommend approval as follows:

University of Nebraska Technology Park Original Addition
Sidewalks Approval for the west lot line of Lot 1, Block 1 only.
Street Trees Approval for the west lot line of Lot 1, Block 1 only.

University of Nebraska Technology Park 1st Addition
Sidewalks Approval except  for sidewalks along W. Highland Blvd, Lot 1, Block

1, and Lot 5, Block 1.
Street trees Approval except  for street trees along W. Highland Blvd, N. W. 1st

St., Lot 1, Block 1, and Lot 5, Block 1.

FACTSHEET PREPARED BY:  Jean L. Walker DATE: September 20, 2004

REVIEWED BY:__________________________ DATE: September 20, 2004

REFERENCE NUMBER:  FS\CC\2004\WVR.04010
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LINCOLN/LANCASTER COUNTY PLANNING STAFF REPORT

for September 15, 2004 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

P.A.S.:  Waiver #04010

PROPOSAL: To waive the requirement that sidewalks and street trees be installed within four
years of final plat approval. Applicant is requesting a time extension of four years
to install sidewalks and street trees. This waiver is associated with University of
Nebraska Technology Park Original Addition and 1st Addition 

LOCATION: N.W. 1st & W. Highland Blvd.

LAND AREA: 43.57 acres, more or less  

CONCLUSION:  The time extension for the installation of sidewalks and street trees  is acceptable
except for lots that have buildings and along W. Highlands Blvd and N. W. 1st St.
The sanitary sewer has been completed. No reason to extend completion date.

RECOMMENDATION: 

University of Nebraska Technology Park Original Addition
Sidewalks Approval for the west lot line of Lot 1, Block 1 only.
Street Trees Approval for the west lot line of Lot1, Block1 only.

University of Nebraska Technology Park 1st Addition
Sidewalks Approval except  for sidewalks along W. Highland Blvd, Lot 1, Block 1 and

Lot 5, Block 1.
Street trees Approval except  for street trees along W. Highland Blvd, N. W. 1 st St., Lot

1, Block 1 and Lot 5, Block 1.

GENERAL INFORMATION:

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Lots 1-5, Block 1 and Outlot “A”; University of Nebraska Technology Park
1st Addition and Lot 1, Block 1 & Lot 1, Block 2, University of Nebraska
Technology Park Original Addition.

EXISTING ZONING: O-3 Office Park District

EXISTING LAND USE:   Offices and undeveloped
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SURROUNDING LAND USE AND ZONING:

North:  R-3, Residential Single -family and two-family residential
South: O-3, Office Park Undeveloped 
East:  O-3, Office Park Office and undeveloped
West:  I-2, Industrial Undeveloped

HISTORY:

August 11, 1999 University of Nebraska Technology Park 1st Addition final plat was
approved by Planning Commission.

September 25, 1996 University of Nebraska Technology Park Addition final plat  was approved
by Planning Commission.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN SPECIFICATIONS: 

“Interconnected networks of streets, trails, and sidewalks should be designed to encourage walking
and bicycling, reduce the number and length of automobile trips, conserve energy and for the
convenience of the residents.” (F-18)

“The sidewalk system should be complete and without gaps.” (F-89)

“The trees that shelter homes from the elements, purify the air, provide wildlife habitat, stabilize the soil,
and define the character of neighborhoods and business areas have all essentially been planted and
nurtures. It is recognized that trees, both occurring naturally and planted and managed, are essential
to the quality of life of residents and the character of the community.” (F-140)

ANALYSIS:

1. The applicant is requesting an extension of time for the installation of sidewalks and street
trees. The requested time extension is four years for sidewalks and street trees.

2. The Land Subdivision Ordinance states that sidewalks and street trees are to be 
installed within four years of final plat approval and sanitary sewer within two years  from final
plat approval. (Section 26.11.040)  

3. The sidewalks and street trees associated with University of Nebraska Technology Park
Original Addition were required to be installed by September 25, 2000. Granting an extension
of four years would be in reality an 8 year extension. 

4. Direct vehicular access to W. Highland  Blvd and N. W. 1st St. was relinquished with the final
plat. Since vehicular access was relinquished, no driveways are allowed that would conflict with
sidewalks and street trees along N. W. 1st St and W. Highland Blvd. Constructing the sidewalks
would eliminate a gap in the sidewalk system.
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5. Lot 1, Block 2, University of Nebraska Technology Park Original Addition has an existing
building. Sidewalks and street trees abutting this lot should be installed immediately. The time
extension should only be granted for Lot 1, Block 1; University of Nebraska Technology Park
Original Addition which is vacant.

6. The sidewalks and street trees associated with University of Nebraska Technology Park 1st

Addition were required to be installed by August 11, 2003. There are existing buildings on Lots
1 & 5. The time extension should not apply to these lots.

7. The Streamline Committee has been discussing revisions to the subdivision ordinance
regarding the appropriate time sidewalks and street trees should be installed.

 
Prepared by:

Tom Cajka
Planner

DATE: August 30, 2004

APPLICANT: University of Nebraska Foundation
1010 Lincoln Mall, Suite 300
Lincoln, NE 68508
(402) 472-2151

OWNER: same as applicant

CONTACT: Stephen Frayser, President
University of Nebraska Foundation
1010 Lincoln Mall, Suite 300
Lincoln, NE 68508
(402) 472-2151
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WAIVER NO. 04010

PUBLIC HEARING BEFORE PLANNING COMMISSION: September 20, 2004

Members present: Larson, Carroll, Marvin, Carlson, Krieser, Sunderman, Taylor and Bills-Strand;
Pearson absent.

Staff recommendation: Approval, except for lots that have buildings and along W. Highlands Boulevard
and N.W. 1st Street.

Ex Parte Communications: None

Tom Cajka of Planning staff submitted a letter from the applicants, the University of Nebraska
Foundation and the University of Nebraska Technology Park, agreeing with the staff recommendation.

The applicant was not present.

There was no testimony in opposition.  

ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION BY PLANNING COMMISSION: September 15, 2004

Marvin moved approval of the staff recommendation, seconded by Larson and carried 8-0: Larson,
Carroll, Marvin, Carlson, Krieser, Sunderman, Taylor and Bills-Strand voting ‘yes’; Pearson absent.
This is a recommendation to the City Council.


















